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Well we are getting to that time where we need to check out our 

rides before we get out on the road. There are so many things going on this year that we must make lots of 

plans. 

 

March: 

3-5 Rider Ed Buckley, I am hoping that we all have a good day at the rider Ed 

3-12 WA-Z BOWLING CHALLENGE noon to 2:30  
Fairway Lanes 1501 South Gold St. Centralia WA 

3-19 & 20 WA-E SURF WATCH   
April:  
4-     WA R/M multi chapter meeting Day ride 

4-9 WA E spring fever run 

4-17 WA N Brown bag Auction Spokane overnight stay 

May: 
Full of fun things to do that we will not be spending much time at home. 
 

Maintenance day is coming up, March 19th at 10 am, so you should check your bike and see what we can do 
in one day, Lights, filters and oil. 
 

Unfortunately, WA P will not be doing the swap meet but there will be a flea market at Loves Lathers and 
you can set up there in the field next door. That might be a day ride. 
I need to find the travel plaque and get dressed to get it. That means we all go together in chapter colors 
and bring home the plaque what do you say? 
We need your pictures and stories for our newsletter. 
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Hey all, 

After Mindy and Jeremy offered up their home for a meeting place to put the final touches on the bowling 

challenge I think we finally have it all sorted out. 

 

We figured the best way to spread the word about the bowling challenge was to attend other chapter meetings 

so we split the coop and a few chicks’ went to Chapter A's and other went to O's. We will also be attending 

other chapters in the next few weeks.  

 

I also wanted to wish Cheryl and Susie Happy Birthday again! 

 

I know a lot of folks are getting itchy feet for riding season. Since a few are looking at different bikes we 

have been to several bike shops looking for new rides. Lots of choices out there!             Stay safe!  

                                                                                            

Just a quick REMINDER: PLEASE BE AWARE OF YOUR 
EXPIRATION DATES: We may or may not get reminders 
anymore. We can look at our cards and see when our 
Memberships Expire.  Our Chapter Members are all 
current at this time.  WAY TO GO CWA-Z CHICKENS. 
 
If you know of anyone who might like to join our Chapter 
here are the guidelines and sign up forms come in each of 
our Goldwing magazines. 
 
GWRRA Membership Programs: 
 
Individual Membership: 
 For individual Members only, this membership is for the 
person who owns a Gold Wing or Valkyrie motorcycle and 
pays the annual membership fee of $45 for one year, $85 
for two years and $120 for three years. 
Family Membership: 
 For families with two or more people in the same 
household who own a Gold Wing or Valkyrie motorcycle 
and pay the annual membership fee of $55 for one year, 
$105 for two years and $150 for three years. 
Associate Individual Membership: 
 For those individuals who wish to take advantage of 
GWRRA and its benefits, do not own a Gold Wing or 
Valkyrie and pay the annual membership fee of $45 
for one year, $85 for two years and $120 for three years. 
 

Associate Family Membership: 
 For families with two or more people in the household 
who wish to take advantage of GWRRA and its benefits, 
do not own a Gold Wing or Valkyrie and pay the annual 
membership fees of $55 for one year, $105 for two years 
and $150 for three years. 
Life Membership: 
 For those individuals who have been a Member of 
GWRRA for twenty consecutive years and pay a nominal 
annual membership fee of $20 per year. 
Subscription Only: 
 The subscriber receives 12 issues of Wing World 
magazine for $40 per year. 
Business Membership: 
 Available with three levels of membership options. Level 
1 provides your business name and website link in black 
for only $250 a year; Level 2 provides your business 
name, logo and website link in black for just $350 a 
year, and Level 3 provides your business name, logo, 
website link and a full-color ad for only $500 a year. As a 
Business Member you also receive the GWRRA Business 
Logo for use in your advertising and marketing; biannual 
listing in Wing World magazine; signage at Wing Ding; 
certificate to exhibit in your place of business; a listing in 
the Gold Book; and a 12-month subscription to Wing 
World magazine. 
 Visit http://www.gwrra.org/businessmembers.html 
I have researched and come up with a binder if 
information that goes along with this Position. I will read 
through it all talk with our staff and decide how we want 
to handle the information I found today. 
 
Thank you for reading our Newsletter and my article.

http://www.gwrra.org/businessmembers.html
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Words from our Educator: Wayne Darling 

 
¶ By Madeline Kennedy 

In the three years after Michigan repealed a mandatory 

motorcycle helmet law, deaths and head injuries  

among bikers rose sharply, according to a recent study. 

Deaths at the scene of the crash more than quadrupled, 

while deaths in the hospital tripled for motorcyclists. Head 

injuries have increased overall, and more of them are 

severe, the researchers report in the American Journal of 

Surgery. 

Senior author Dr. Carlos Rodriguez decided to do the 

study after noticing an abrupt change in  the trauma  

unit at Spectrum Health Hospital in Grand Rapids, where 

he works. The first week after the law was repealed in April 

2012, he told Reuters Health, òI just could not help but 

notice the number of patients that had been in motorcycle 

crashes with no helmet on, which was enormously 

different in number and volume than we had experienced 

the weekend before.ó The study team looked at records 

for patients admitted to Spectrum Health Hospital and at 

state transportation department records of fatalities at 

crash scenes for the seven-month motorcycle  season 

(April to November) in 2011, before the law was repealed, 

and for the same period in 2012, 2013 and 2014. 

Among the accident victims brought to the hospit al, the 

proportion of riders who had not been wearing a  

helmet rose four-fold, from 7 percent to 28 percent, the 

researchers found. About 10 percent of non -helmeted 

riders brought to the hospital died there, compared to 3 

percent of those who had been wearing helmets. 

Among riders who died at the crash scene, the proportion 

not wearing helmets rose from 14 percent before the law 

was repealed to 68 percent afterward. òThese are the kinds 

of things that we wanted to look at to hopefully make 

legislators see that this was a mistake,ó Rodriguez said in 

an email.

 

 

Riders without helmets also drank more alcohol after the 

law was repealed, based on blood tests at hospital  

Admission The severity of injuries increased for non-

helmeted riders, as well as the number of life -threatening 

head injuries. Non-helmeted patients tended to stay 

longer in the Intensive Care Unit and to need machine 

assistance with breathing. 

Overall, hospital costs averaged $27,760 for non-helmeted 

riders versus $20,970 for patients who had been  

wearing helmets. In the U.S., 19 states and the District of 

Columbia require all motorcyclists to wear a helmet, while 

28 states require only some to wear them and three states 

have no helmet laws at all. Since the repeal of Michiganõs 

35-year-old helmet law, riders can go without a helmet if 

they are over 21, have had their license for at least two 

years and purchase at least $20,000 in additional medical 

insurance coverage, the researchers note. 

Dr. Ben Zarzaur, a surgeon who studies motorcycle helmet 

laws, said that riders may choose not to wear a helmet 

because they say it is less restricting and they may claim to 

see or hear better without one. òThe other argument 

(riders make), based on a flawed study several years ago, 

is that wearing a helmet can increase the risk for a cervical 

spine injury,ó Zarzaur said by email. He noted, however, 

that there is no real-world evidence for this claim, while 

there is plenty of evidence that wearing a helmet reduces 

the risk of death and head injury. As the study points out, 

the cost of injuries and deaths from motorcycle crashes is 

extremely high, Zarzaur said, adding that taxpayers and 

other insurance payers often bear this cost. òSo, choosing 

not to wear a helmet has consequences for many more 

people than just to the person who decided not to wear 

the helmet.ó 

Although there is an extra insurance requirement in the 

law, Rodriguez said, that it is rarely enforced. Rodriguez 

recommends that all motorcyclists should wear a helmet, 

because drivers may not see them on  

the road. òEven if you are the most careful motorcycle 

driver in the world, if you donõt wear a helmet, you are 

putting yourself at risk for a significant injury,ó he said. 

  

SOURCE: bit.ly/1JHw54l The American Journal of Surgery, 

online December 20, 2015. 
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"Who me, drive my own bike?"   

 
    When my husband Larry and I first met, one of 
his roommates had a Honda Dream 305.  He 
borrowed it several times and we would ride up the 
coast from San Diego.  No long trips, just local, but I 
really enjoyed it.  Thankfully, Larry was not a "hot-
dogger" trying to show off, so I was not scared to 
ride.  He had owned a Honda 305 Scrambler, but 

sold it before joining the Navy (and has regretted it ever since).  His dad had ridden Harley's and Indians as a 
teen, and when he took Larry's mom for her first ride on his bike, he burned rubber for a long way.  She 
never got on another motorcycle the rest of her life. 
 
  Fast forward a bunch of years: he bought a couple of Honda Trail 90's when we lived in Sacramento.  He 
tried teaching me to ride one, but we lived on a steep street, and I just did not get the hang of it, even with 
the automatic tranny, and no clutch to worry about.  I'm not sure I would have done any better riding on flat 
ground, but it might have helped.  We talked a lot about buying a bigger bike but other things kept getting 
in the way.  We did manage to spend many hours on our boat on the Sacramento River and local lakes.  
After a move to Oregon we had the chance to buy a 1995 Honda Pacific Coast in Salem.  That's when we 
really started riding more and wishing we had not lost doing so all those years.   
 
  One day Larry suggested I consider taking the trike class and get my endorsement.  "Who me, drive my 
own bike?" The national speed limit and I are the same, “Double Nickels".  Well, the idea wasn't all bad, and 
I went ahead and took the course and passed. I was elated. We found a Voyager kit and put it on the Pacific 
Coast.  I started riding myself, and doing some long trips on our Labor Day rides to central Washington 
(getting out of the rain).  We had purchased a BMW which Larry rode.  I really enjoyed it, although I did miss 
riding two-up with him. 
 
  Well, time passes:  We bought a 1983 Goldwing and I found myself riding more as the co-rider and less on 
my own bike.  Then last year we had a chance to buy a 2008 Goldwing and decided to trike it.  We both 
went back to school and took the trike rider course and got updated endorsements.   Wow, it had been 10 
years since I got the original endorsement. Now I can continue riding when and if necessary, but I can be his 
co-rider and enjoy the scenery.  We had joined the local GWRRA chapter (WA-Z) a few years back, and are 
having a blast riding and socializing with them.  We look forward to many more years, or at least as long as 
the parts hang together.  Julia B. 
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Chapter Director:  

Jesse Valentine  

 hvalk.58@gmail.com      

360-888-0546  

Assistant Director:    

Todd Morrison 

todd_morrison1999@yahoo.com     

Treasurer:   

Cheryl Frasier 

grandparents17@gmail.com    

360-273-0904 

Rider Education/First Aid:  

Wayne Darling 

tillieroad302@gmail.com    

360-985-0526 

Tim Frasier    

grandparents17@gmail.com   

 360-273-0904 

Chapter Couple:  

Frank and Susie Hutchinson 

 franknsusie@yahoo.com 

Ride Coordinator:  

Jesse Valentine   

 hvalk.58@gmail.com  

360-888-0546                     

Photographer: 

 Larry Blackledge 

Lblack5156@aol.com 

Sunshine Lady:  

Sue Darling  

suju2@juno.com 

Newsletter:  

Mindy Greenwood 

mindy.greenwood@yahoo.com  

 360-219-6553 

WEB MASTER:  

Patrick Allison 

pnrallison@yahoo.com    

360-266-8418 

 

 
 
 

Checking the 
tires.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Just 
another 
get 
together 
to plan 
our 
riding 
season  
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